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was very reasonable. The amount was at the rate of
2s. 6d. per visit for a distance of over two miles
and the inflammation was probably due to circumstances

entirely outside the public vaccinator’s control. No doubt
Dr. Chown or any other medical man would have reduced or
remitted the fees in the case of a poor person, but the father
in this case is in regular work at good wages and the bill
was paid without the least demur, no complaint was made
to Dr. Chown, and only one to the guardians after a long
interval. Vaccination, or anything to do with it or that
happens after it, seems to act as a deliriant upon a certain
class of mind. 

___

A FELLOWSHIP IN MEDICINE.

THE authorities of Magdalen College, Oxford, have
announced that they will shortly offer to Oxford graduates
a Fellowship for proficiency: in medical science. This is the
second time that the claims of medicine have been recently
recognised by Oxford colleges. On this occasion we are

glad to observe that in the bestowal of this distinction

regard will be had not merely to the attainments of the
candidates as evidenced by the results of an examination,
but also to whatever scientific work they may have been able
to do for the advancement of physiology or pathology. We
welcome this announcement as an evidence of the growing
interest taken by Oxford in medical matters and trust that
other Colleges may follow the example of Magdalen and
Pembroke. 

___

DEATH OF SIR HENRY BESSEMER.

A MAN whose influence has been great in favour of the
commercial prosperity of this country has passed away this
week in the person of Sir Henry Bessemer. His name will
never be dissociated from steel, the improved manufacture
and output of which placed this country in a position far
in advance of its competitors. Bessemer steel is a remark-
able product and when it is considered that it paves
all the railroads of the world its influence upon the

advance of civilisation may be to an extent gauged.
Sir Henry Bessemer conceived the idea of forcing a

blast of air through melted cast iron and removing by this
means the carbon as gaseous carbonic acid and the silicon as
solid oxide. The iron thus purified was next treated with
a standard quantity of carbon and with some manganese,
the result being steel of constant temper. The operation is
carried out to the present day on an enormous scale. Sir

Henry Bessemer died at his residence at Denmark-hill on

Tuesday last. He was born on Jan. 19th, 1813, so that at
the time of his death he was in his eighty-sixth year. His

career was a most remarkable one and should form in

course of time the subject of an excellent and interesting
biography. -

PRIMARY CANCER OF THE GALL-BLADDER.

A CASE of primary cancer of the gall-bladder is described
by Dr. David Riesman in the Proceedings of the Patho-

logical Society of Philadelphia of Oct. 28th, 1897. The
interest attaching to an example of a somewhat unusual
disease is here augmented by a suggestive study of its

probable etiology. The patient was a woman, aged
thirty-eight years, who died after exhibiting a series of
gastro-hepatic symptoms. At the necropsy the gall-bladder
was found to be contracted, with a much thickened but
friable wall, and it contained a gall-stone. Secondary
nodules were found in the liver, pancreas, lungs, and
peritoneum, and the abdominal and mediastinal lymphatic
glands were cancerous. The primary growth and also the
secondary nodules showed the characters of cylindrical
carcinoma. The gall-stone found in this case was the chief

centre of interest, inasmuch as Dr. Riesman regarded it,
not without reason, as the primary cause of the carcinoma,
which he attributed to the mechanical irritation caused by
the stone. In support of this view he referred to the
observations of Musser 1 and Siegert, 2 who had found gall-
stones in 69 and 95 per cent. respectively of cases of this
disease reported by them. --

LORD SALISBURY’S ILLNESS.

WE understand that on Saturday, the 12th inst., the

Premier, who had been recovering satisfactorily, had a
serious relapse with return of fever in consequence of the
fatigue involved by his attendance at the Cabinet Council
held on the previous day. On Monday, however, he was
so much better that Lady Salisbury was able to proceed
on her journey to the South of France on Tuesday as had
been arranged. It is hoped that Lord Salisbury will be
able to join her at Beaulieu next week, but his conva-

lescence is slow owing to the pressure of State affairs.

THE TESTIMONIAL TO DR. ARLIDGE.

As will be seen by a letter which we print in another
column from Dr. C. F. Moore, a testimonial has been pre-
sented to Dr. J. T. Arlidge in recognition of his arduous and
devoted professional work in promoting the health of factory
operatives. Dr. Arlidge has been for thirty-five years
physician in honorary or consulting capacity to the North
Staffordshire Infirmary, and during that period he has taken
a warm and unswerving interest in the welfare of all engaged
in injurious trades (for example, in pottery works), and it
is fitting that the labours of his life should be recognised
by the medical profession at the time when his health

precludes him from continuing them. We join with the sub-
scribers to the testimonial in wishing Dr. Arlidge a recovery
of health with which to enjoy many years of well-earned
leisure. 

___

THE PRESCRIBING DRUGGIST AGAIN.

AN inquest was recently held at Derby upon the body
of a woman, aged seventy-five years, who died primarily
from pneumonia, but in whom there also existed chronic

Bright’s disease and arterio-sclerosis. The chief interest in
the case, however, was the fact that just previously to her
death she had taken sixpennyworth of cough mixture
because "she did not believe in doctors." Dr. Gibbons,
who was called in at the last, found her under the influence
of some narcotic, which he said had hastened her death.
At the inquest Mr. C. W. Booth said that the cough
mixture which the deceased had taken was a preparation of
his own and he did not want the formula to become public
property. He was directed, however, to write it down for the
benefit of the jury. Two ounces of the mixture contained

forty minims of morphia besides compound tincture of cam-
phor and the dose for an adult was one teaspoonful. We
do not quite understand what is meant by minims of morphia,
but supposing that the pharmacop&oelig;ial liquor morphine
acetatis or hydrochloratis is meant the amount in the

prescribed dose would be about 22 minims. This is not

excess, it is true, but the fact remains that no unqualified
person should be allowed to prescribe such powerful drugs
and in addition to the morphia the presence of the opium
in the compound tincture of camphor must be taken into con-
sideration. Mr. Booth’s methods were peculiar. It is true
that he inquired whether the patient was an adult, but there
were no directions on the bottle as to how often the mixture-
was to be taken. He left that to the common sense of
the public. He never put a poison label on the bottle nor
did he enter the sale in a book. He was not compelled to.

1 Transactions of the Association of American Physicians, 1889, vol. iv.2 Virchow’s Archiv, 1893, 132, p. 353.


